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1. Film Synopsis and Log Line

“Crossing Borders” is a seventy minute documentary that follows four Moroccan and four American university students as they travel together through Morocco and, in the process of discovering "The Other," discover themselves. With group travels and frank discussions, the students confront the complex implications of the supposed "clash of civilizations" between Islam and the West.

The relationships formed through shared experiences contrast sharply with the media-shaped views Americans and Muslims have of each other.  Humor, honesty and a willingness to be challenged all bring individuals closer to each other and the relationships that develop disarm hidden stereotypes.  

Log Line: At a time of world tensions four American and four Moroccan students will travel and live together. Sharing experiences - Encountering the 'Other' - Discovering themselves.

2. Selected at International Film Festivals:

The film Crossing Borders was selected and received honors at following festivals:

· Illinois International Film Festival 2009 (Winner: “Best International Feature Documentary”)

· Honolulu Film Festival 2010 (Winner:“Gold Kahuna Award”)

· Thessaloniki Documentary Festival 2010 (Selected for educational screenings in 14 cities across Greece, funded by the Greek Ministry of Education.)

· DocMiami International Film Festival 2010 

· Awareness Festival Los Angeles 2010

· Charlotte Film Festival 2010

· FILManthroppy Festival 2010

· Kids First Film Festival 2010

· Utopia Film Festival 2010 (Winner: “Utopia Visions Award”)

· Atlanta International Documentary Film Festival 2010

· Los Angeles Global Film Festival 2010 (Winner: “Best Documentary”)

3. Producing Organization  

Crossing Borders Education (www.cb-education.org) is a non-profit organization for intercultural education. Since 2003, CB- Education has served more than 4000 American college students on its exchange programs in Morocco. Arnd Wächter is the founder of this educational organization and the director/producer of the feature documentary “Crossing  Borders.” Witnessing student's responses on Morocco Exchange programs inspired Arnd to create the feature film “Crossing Borders”.

4. Director’s Statement: “Crossing Borders” 

The relationship between the Muslim and Western worlds has been cast as a “clash of cultures:” a war between civilizations in which one is destined to prevail over the other. But is this so? What are the real attitudes and viewpoints of ordinary Americans and ordinary Muslims?

“Crossing Borders” aims to give a personal face to the “other side” through the experiences of American students studying abroad and their interactions with students in the moderate Muslim state of Morocco. By avoiding a focus on extremism, the film provides its audience with a sense of the millions of good-willed, “ordinary citizens” on both sides whose voices are often not presented by the media. The documentary aims to inspire audiences through practical examples of how to overcome the artificial separation between "Us" and "Them."

The film targets a young adult base in both the Muslim and Western worlds—youth who have never met “the Other” in person. The film is created to initiate dialogue and debate between students on university campuses in the USA, North Africa and Middle East via screenings and interactive websites. These direct conversations will become a tool used to deepen the understanding of complex issues pervasive in the current world situation.

5. Intercultural Awareness Initiative: 

5a. Background of the initiative: There is a critical need for a new generation of individuals and future leaders who understand the major challenges involved with cross-cultural conflicts and who have the capabilities, commitment and grit to address them.

The United States must train its future leaders in intercultural awareness on a broader scale. The fact that in 2008/9 only 1.44% of American students studied abroad, and only a small fraction of those studied in Muslim countries, underlines the need to inspire American students to participate in intercultural programs at home.  While potentially all students could benefit from study abroad, this initiative could benefit the 98% who have not had that opportunity, and can highlight the imperative to gain global awareness.

The year 2011 marks a decade since the tragic events of September 11. Today's undergraduate college students were 8-12 years old in 2001 and consequently have spent their intellectually formative years with post-9/11 media coverage. One component of this initiative will be a national survey, which will demonstrate the common thoughts, opinions, and knowledge of US college students regarding the Arab and Muslim world.

As expressed in the words of Margaret DeB. Tutwiler, Former U.S. Ambassador to Morocco:  “Since September 11, I believe each of us - each adult in every peace-loving country around the world - has a new and very important responsibility. We must spend time with the young minds that will shape the future, and teach respect for the rights of the individual and tolerance of other faiths and other points of view.”

5b. Crossing Borders in this initiative: the film Crossing Borders is the key tool for the Intercultural Awareness Initiative in which a variety of organizations are collaborating in order to create powerful intercultural activities at 80-100 university campuses across the US. These activities focus on images of Muslims in the US and widen the horizon of approximately 5,000-8,000 American undergraduate students. Intercultural programs have the potential to transform students, help them to see the world from a different perspective, and to help them realize their opportunities and responsibilities for action as members of the global community. This initiative aims to bring this awareness on campuses to inspire cross-cultural empathy and encourage action for educated peace in a post-9/11 world. 

6. Biography Director / Producer          

Arnd Wächter was born in communist East Germany and grew up next to the Berlin Wall.  As a conscientious objector to military service he was not allowed to study at university and became a carpenter. His early travels took him across Communist East Europe.

With the fall of the wall he started world travel and was able to study in London and complete his MA in Religious Studies and Post Graduate Certificate of Education.

During the last 15 years he has worked and lived in the UK, Japan, Australia, the US, Spain and Morocco. He has traveled extensively on six continents.

The personal impact of these journeys was to make him aware of the transformative power of cross-cultural interactions. While on a visit to Morocco, during the build-up to the US intervention in Iraq, he was deeply moved by personal conversations with Moroccans. This inspired him to create Crossing Borders Education (www.cb-education.org). This educational NGO has taken over 4000 American students on programs to personally interact with Moroccan families, students, professors, Peace Corps volunteers, and Fulbright scholars.

He developed the feature documentary “Crossing Borders” in order to initiate genuine connections between the Arab and Western worlds on a wider scale. 

7. Filmography Director / Producer

Arnd Wächter, Crossing Borders Films

Training with filmmakers: 

Paul Pryor, US; Jorge Sanchez, Spain; Guy Landau, UK/Israel

Sep 2006 - Nov 2007

Produced a 14 min promotional travel video,
  

       

    Dec 2006 - May 2007

available at www.moroccoexchange.org

Directed and produced “Crossing Borders”*
 
July 2007 - May 2009

Developed documentary narrative structure and key themes

Performed fundraising

Recruited critical crew members

Supervision of shooting footage in Morocco, Spain, US, Egypt, Palestine, Israel and Jordan

Oversaw editing and entire post production

*Summer 2007: Initially, Arnd Wächter contacted numerous documentary film makers, with the idea that he could hire a director for “Crossing Borders.” But his discussions with directors convinced him that, while he would need a professional film team to create the film, he would have to carry the vision and responsibility for the project himself. And so he became the director and producer. Crossing Borders is his first feature film.

Production of “The Dialogue”
 
Since March 2011 

This feature documentary is currently in pre-production, is set in China 

and is produced in collaboration with Michigan State University (MSU).

Arnd Wächter is the director and producer of this film. 

The film is currently in pre-production and will be shot in Dec 2011.

Intercultural Film Series








2011-2014


The China Film is the first film of an intercultural film series that Arnd Wächter produces in 

collaboration with Michigan State University.

8. Voices about the impact of Crossing Borders:

We organized university campus screenings in the US, Morocco, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, Spain and Palestine/Israel in order to receive student feedback about the film. It was truly striking to see how strong the impact of the film was especially for faculty and students in the US. The following comments are taken from previous screenings and surveys:

  "The film Crossing Borders is a truly powerful tool to support positive social change and to empower students to think beyond borders."

Missy Gluckmann, International Services Coordinator, WCSU

"Crossing Borders' is an amazingly powerful film that makes you stop and think about your place in the world and the infinite and complex threads of race, culture, and class that connect us."

Julie Leitman, Regional Director, Academic Programs International

"Crossing Borders is a revolutionary film that brings the pressing global issue of interfaith relations out of the bias-filled news media directly to my generation." 

Student Kendra Lima, Merrimack College

“I think my life up until this point has unfortunately been very sheltered, secluded and has caused me to have some stereotypes. Seeing Crossing Borders gave me a totally new view on different cultures.”  

Student Ashley Bock, Central Connecticut State University

“The film makes you want to get up and be proactive and fight for people who have less opportunities.” 

Student Kelsey Binne, Northern Virginia Community College

“Intercultural activities such as this film screening help us to better understand each other. We are able to see that there is more to life than the small part we live in and have experienced.” 

Student Danielle Vizena, Merrimack College

